Clinical, diagnostic, genetic and management issues in dementia with Lewy bodies.
DLB (dementia with Lewy bodies) is a syndrome associated with underlying LBD (Lewy body disease), with manifestations in the cognitive, neuropsychiatric, motor, sleep and autonomic domains. The variable symptomatology and complex array of neuronal involvement and neurotransmitter deficiencies make the diagnosis and management of patients with DLB challenging. The genetic underpinnings of DLB have only recently begun to unfold. In this review, the clinical features, diagnostic criteria, genetics and treatment issues relating to DLB will be discussed, in which a comprehensive approach to the diagnosis and management is emphasized.